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By Blacksburg Police Chief Anthony Wilson 

 
ur involvement in ACCE (Access to Community College 
Education) had an interesting beginning. As members of our 

Montgomery County Dialogue on Race Law Enforcement Issues 
Group, we were tasked with developing strategies to increase the 
diversity of our police departments. Our group has always been action 
focused and our goal was not only to increase diversity but to create a 
program that empowered our local high school graduates to explore 
law enforcement while receiving debt free education at New River 
Community College (NRCC).  We would essentially “Grow Our Own” workforce.  Books and 
Badges was born. With lots of help from NRCC and the mission to raise funds for the program, we 
took the idea to every group and citizen that would listen. We successfully found our seed money to 
get our program off the ground and in the process found something much more exciting.  Our 
community wanted to go much further. “Growing Our Own” became the rallying cry for building a 
bigger program that would offer education to all our students. NRCC had just what was needed in a 
new program called ACCE.  It was a public/private funded program with community service as its 
core value. We took this program to our local government officials to discuss the possibility of 

public funding. All were 
very receptive but wanted 
the community piece in-
place to gage both 
affirmation and 
commitment of our 
citizens. Back out we went. 
It didn’t take long and we 
had pledges of support and 
packed houses at our 
board and council 
meetings voicing approval 
of this amazing 
opportunity. Montgomery 
County ACCE became 
reality. 

Our county has supported 
this program financially 
and spiritually as we now 

enter year three of the program. The private fundraising piece has the same importance as it did in 
the beginning of the campaign. It shows our leaders that our community cares about education and 
is committed to “Growing Our Own” leaders of tomorrow.    
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